Minor evils are often far more widespread than those of a larger and more evident nature. It is a case of the stitch in time which saves nine. In specific disease, again, it is most common to see phenomena presenting themselves in this way.
In the case of a specific husband with a family, the wife developed the disease through some of the children, and, later on, was for years the bedridden victim of locomotor ataxia.
Some two years before her death the husband developed curious notions about his fellow-workmen and his masters.
After a year of gross mental aberration, in which restraint had to be applied at times, he brought tragedy into the domestic circle by taking his own life.
I once attended a woman, 40 years of age, who had had a large family and never much illness of any kind. She complained of persistent headaches, which I treated with ordinary simple remedies, all to no purpose. I then tried anti-specific remedies of various kinds, but also to no purpose. One day, when I was examining the head over one temple, I felt a peculiar egg-shell crackling, and noticed a distinct swelling over the bone. Sarcoma at once flashed through my mind. 
